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2018 = 572,415 (16% increase from 2017) 



Figure 1. University tuition fees by source in Canada, 2006-2007 to 2015-2016, in figures in billions of 
constant $2016 (Usher, 2018, p. 2). Reprinted with permission.





?
Do international students commit academic integrity 
violations more often than domestic students, and if so, 
why?  What preventative strategies have a positive 
impact in reducing academic integrity violations? 





Why discourage cheating? Because 
detecting and punishing cheaters 
preserves the signaling value of your 
school’s diploma. When more of your 
students cheat their way to graduation, 
firms that hire your students are less 
likely to get the smart, hardworking team 
players they’re paying for. 

Every time your school expels a cheater, 
you protect the good names of your 
graduates – past, present, and future. 

Caplan, B. (2018). The case against education: Why the education system is 
a waste of time and money. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 



International students are “particularly vulnerable because they may 
be unfamiliar with behavioral standards in western educational 
institutions and given their previous educational experiences, may 
not share the same fear of punishment as our domestic students” 
(Bertram Gallant, et al., 2015, p. 226). 





The University’s total number of international students reported for AIVs amounted to 
less than 7.5% of the total number who were enrolled. These findings indicated that 
AIVs were reported to a lesser degree than what would be expected if cheating were a 
vulnerability to international students. (Fass-Holmes, 2017, p. 660) 



Researchers have found that students who admit to cheating perceive their classroom 
environment to be “less personalized, less involving, less cohesive, less satisfying, less task 
oriented, and less individualized (Pulvers & Diekhoff, 1999, p. 495). Thus, rather than 
convincing students to stop cheating, the goal of the teaching and learning strategy is to 
foster a learning-oriented environment that will motivate students to engage in the course 
material. (Bertram Gallant & Drinan, 2008, p. 89)   

Dissatisfaction with the T&L environment



Theoretical foundations (or lack of)
• Deterrence theory – The magnitude of punishments can reduce the frequency of 

cheating. 

• Rational choice theory – Students decide to cheat after conducting a logical cost-
benefit analysis.

• Neutralization theory – Cheating happens when students decide it is morally 
inoffensive.

• Planned behavior theory – Students are presented with situations where they are likely 
to get away with it.

• Situational ethics theory – Students decide to cheat in academic circumstances which 
do not apply to ordinary life.

• Self-efficacy theory – Students make judgments about their ability to achieve a desired 
outcome.

• Goal theory – Students hold a notion for their education’s purpose.

• Intrinsic motivation theory – students possess a genuine desire to understand and 
master their academic studies. (Fass-Holmes, 2017, p. 648). 
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Holistic Interventions

• New student orientations (plural)

• Culturally appropriate student supports (help!) 

• Comprehensive plagiarism education (for all) 

• Authentic assessments (Openo & Conrad, 2018; Bretag, 2019)

• Targeted interventions (but what do these look like???) 





?
Are faculty members more likely to report academic 
integrity violations involving international students? 
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“The university at the undergraduate level 
sounds like a place where cheating comes 
almost as naturally as breathing, where it’s an 
academic skill almost as important as reading, 
writing and math.” (Moffatt, 1990, p. 2) 



True/False

International students commit more 
academic integrity violations than 
domestic students?
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“Quality education can only be achieved if 
integrity and ethics are front and center.” 
(Gallant, 2018, para. 3)

Gallant, T. B. (2018, December 5). Strengthen integrity & combat corruption in higher education 
[blog]. International Center for Academic Integrity. Retrieved from 
https://academicintegrity.org/blog/strengthen-integrity-combat-corruption-in-higher-education/

https://academicintegrity.org/blog/strengthen-integrity-combat-corruption-in-higher-education/




Mounting urgency

1. Academic integrity has real world consequences

2. Technology makes it easier/more sophisticated

3. Rise of international students 




